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M
ustard S

eed
G

uiding Principles
C

hrist and H
is K

ingdom
! e gospel of Jesus C

hrist and the advancem
ent of his 

K
ingdom

 are central to all that we are and all that we do. 
It is our joy to worship and serve him

 and to subm
it ourselves 

to the authority of the Bible. W
e seek to be C

hrist’s servants 
and am

bassadors and to encourage as m
any as will com

e to 
follow C

hrist. W
e seek to encourage the form

ation of disciples 
from

 every “unreached” com
m

unity, city, and culture. W
e 

desire to see the whole C
hurch bring the whole gospel to the 

whole world. ! erefore, we award grants and scholarships to 
churches and individuals representing the spectrum

 of biblical 
C

hristianity, including O
rthodox, C

atholic, Protestant, 
and Evangelical traditions. W

e a"  rm
 G

od’s redeem
ing and 

restorative grace and power as su"  cient to bring blessing 
to all structures, institutions, and societies. All grant and 
scholarship recipients of the M

ustard Seed Foundation m
ust 

proclaim
 a personal faith in C

hrist, a"  rm
 the basic tenets 

of orthodox C
hristianity, and desire to serve and witness in 

C
hrist’s nam

e. 

G
lobal

! e M
ustard Seed Foundation recognizes the global nature 

of the Body of C
hrist. ! erefore, we desire to participate in 

G
od’s work to encourage churches and individuals through 

grants and scholarships around the world. O
ur goal is to 

give the m
ajority of our funding to churches and individuals 

worldwide, while intentionally lim
iting our investm

ent in the 
U

nited States. Since the Foundation’s inception in 1983, we 
have awarded grants and scholarships in nearly 150 countries.

Local C
hurch 

W
e recognize the C

hurch as G
od’s prim

ary representative 
in the world. ! erefore, we try to m

axim
ize the role and 

responsibility of local congregations in the initiatives 
we support. W

e seek to partner with and em
power local 

congregations to identify, equip, and support their m
em

bers 

who are called to speci# c areas of m
inistry in the C

hurch, 
m

arketplace, and the world. W
e also consider local church 

support and accountability as prim
ary indicators of the 

priority, integrity, and sustainability of any potential grant 
or scholarship initiative.

Individuals In C
om

m
unity

W
e believe that G

od endows individuals with the passions 
and gifts needed to further the work of his K

ingdom
. 

W
e believe that G

od desires those whom
 he calls and equips 

to be both nurtured by and held accountable to the local 
body of C

hrist. It is our belief that individuals are strongest 
and m

ost able to ful# ll their callings when they are integral 
m

em
bers of a local church. ! us, in all our giving we seek 

to support individuals who are active m
em

bers of a church 
com

m
unity. ! e power of individuals to be agents of grace 

and change in com
m

unity is exem
pli# ed in history. 

W
e therefore seek opportunities to em

power individuals who 
are clearly a"  rm

ed and supported by their local church to use 
their unique gifts to ful# ll their callings.

Sm
all Beginnings

! e biblical parable of the m
ustard seed rem

inds us that 
great things often have sm

all beginnings. ! rough abiding 
in C

hrist and following him
 our seem

ingly sm
all e$ orts 

possess power beyond im
agination. ! is parable exhorts us 

to respond faithfully to G
od’s calling but to trust outcom

es 
to him

. In our giving we seek to trust individuals and 
churches as they listen to G

od by taking sm
all steps toward 

their visions. ! erefore, our grants are available to churches, 
including those that m

ay be poor, powerless, or unproven. 
W

e recognize that results cannot be guaranteed and that big 
results often have risky beginnings. W

e choose to specialize in 
sm

all, start-up initiatives, trusting that what is sown in faith 
will return abundantly. 


